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The PREFACE ro the READER. 


T is indeed a Moſt Undoubted Duty, as to behold in"All 
Perſons in the General Humane Nature, Dying, the 
Exemplification of our own Mortality. It is a Rakes 
Duty to conſider in Chriſtians the Patterns of a Hoty, 

and Religions Converſation, God offers to us in any of them. 
And This Duty is Rais'd by the Honour and Dignity af 
Station, any ſuch have been placed in by God : On which A4t- 
count, the many Diſcourſes on ſo Great a Perſon, as our Re- 
ligious, and Gracious Queen, are Tuſtified, But yet, as is 
All Princes, that can bear any Relation to the Church of Godp 
There is a Peculiar Atteition, and Regard Due; on which 
Account, It is Remarkable, Scripture Takes the Names of 
Heathen Princes into its Reccrdas, which had never elſe 
Appeared, or been Heard of init, but as God made Them 
Inſtraments of his Grace, or Diſþleaſure to his own People : 
how much more is both theLife,and the Death of Princes,who 
are by Profeſſion joywd to ſuch a People ;, as the Kyngs of 
Iſrael, ad Judah, though ſo many Bad; But moſt of All, 
when they were themſelves Holy Perfonages ; becauſe All | 
Prizces over the People of Goa have an Eminent Relat 
to the Mercy, or Wrath of God upon ſuch Nations ; and * 
God Changes Times, ad Scaſons \ a» Naniel obſerves), by 
ſetting up, or Removing ſuch Princes, And yet beyond All 
this, there is a Conſideration due to that Figure, Princes, 
and Governments make in Order to the Kingdom of the Great 
Son of man, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; On Account of which, 
Daniel had /o Great Viſioas of the four Monarchycs, and 
eſpec ally of the Fourth, or Roman, /o immeaiately (in: its 
Expiration) Confining on that Kjngaom. And this is that 
Higheſt, 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


bhi buf aw. gr Pe 
Private, on ſuch a Publick Providence, as the Death of a 
Chriſtian Proteſtant Princeſs. 
[ T having therefore through the Gracious Aſjiſtance of God 
- - my uf by the Books of Scripture ( wherein the Sure 
d of Prophecy s for the Churches of Chriſt Depo- 
$24) to find ont tbe Time for the Accompliſhing the De- 
folations of-the Sanctuary ; could wot but take Notice of 
that ſo Monumental Providence in its Seaſon, the late Revo- 
havion, 4688. Upon which { then made Pablick my Ob- 
Jorvations, to be found ſtill, I donbt not, in many Manas : 
1 dooked wppn .my ſelf therefore under as great Obligation 
fo'vnake moſt Hlumble und Awful Remarks upoa ſo Aſtoniſh- 
Snug x Perer, Breach or Stroke upon #s ta the Death of 
the Queen, bgg. (when the Succeſſion of the Kjngdam of 
| Chriſt 'is ſo much wearer according to my Computation, as in 
2\ - 1697. mithin Little more than Two Tears) who ſuſtaind 
{4 , { ſo Illaftrious .a Figure in it. And though 1 Fram'd it onely 
A '#nto ſuch a Diſcourſe as was moſt ſuited to a Plain Chriſtian 
(#1 Auditory ; yet becauſe Wiſe, and Good, and Conſidering Per- 
E ſons are not ſo Confiwd to Curiouſneſs of Words, or Avtifice 
of (Connexion, but are moſt intent upon Things, and can * 
ty” take Short .and even the moſt Free ana Natural Intimations 
4 0 oT— Lg them under more Ample, and Acchrate Refletions; I 
C.| Bave Expos'd it to General View, moſtly as it was at firſt 
ſpoken”; deſigning the Subſtance, and Materiality of what, I 
have herein offered to deepeſt Conſideration, and leaving the 
"more Critical to Corrett the Errors of Form, that they, to 
whoſe Minds the moſt Plain Diſcourſes have eaſieſt Acceſs, 
may not loſe the Benefit, 

And I am Encouraged in making ſuch a Publication, in 
regard of both the main Deſign, which i to Conſider, How 
-fuch a Breach up:n us is Poſited towards the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and that Great Revolution of its entring into Suc- 


ceſ/ion 
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eeffonin 97. ## alſo to Preſent it in ſuch a Native Freedoas, 
and In-Artifice : and npon one and the ſame Account in beth ; 
That is, 1 have Remarked, That xo Divine D.ſpoſe in eur 


Memory hath brought forth ſo Abandantly all Kjnds of Cale-. 
brations of any Perſon as of our F. xcellent PrincefS, both ia \ 


Rel1yious Improvements of ſo Severe a Chaſtiſemant, As alſo 
Arcumulating Higheſt Praiſes upon ſo Worthy and Merits. 


riows « Snbjedt, ſpeaking of her with Relation to Men; but" 
Abating whatever any may have ſpoken of Hey, like the Blaſs. 


phemies of the Artichriſt an Beaſt againſt them, that dwell 
in Heaven ; For all ſuch Praiſes are in Sacred Style no 0 
ther than Blaſphemies, not only againſt God, but Againſt 
Thoſe ſo Celebrated. There # therefore, in my Eſteem, no 
Room for any more Publications on thoſe firft Topicks. . But F 
hve alſo obſer1ed, none have Pirched upon the Examination 
of ſo Remarkable a Diſpoſe as dating the Review from the 
Introduition of this Government upon the removal of Kjng 
James by ſo out-ſtretched a Hand; nor carrying the Profpett 
to that much greater Change God is about to make ; nor givins 
ajrettion,what the Servants of God are jo to dirett their Faith, 
and Prayers npon, Now I having ſingled out theſe Points, 
to Aaareſs my felf unto the Servants of Chriſt, therein 40 
Excite their Meditation, and Prattiſe ; I have taken greater 
Corfidence in ſetting them in an open Light, as not Treated 


apon by any before, ou this ſo notable Providence. And yet © _ + 


have not negletted on juſt occaſions to make thoſe Memeyials 
of Praiſe that Scripture Allowes, and hath even ſet apart to 
them that Fear the Lord, and to Hononr the Remembrance 
of the 2neen by them. 

T have alſo Pointed upon thoſe Daties of Prattice, ſo 
xeceſſary on ſo Sad and Solemn an —_— in General. 

And on thu very ſame Account, that others have fo 4» 


bounded tn all the Florid parts of ſuch Kind of Diſcourſes, T 
have Hoped, that a Sermon in ſo Ordinary, and Un- Adorne 
ed a Dreſs will be the more gladly Suffered, 


I have 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


I have therefore been only Intent on this main End ; that 
is, that every one may earneſtly ſeek of God the coming of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt in Power, in his own Soul ; And that 
Powers and Nations may in General wait for it, and wiſely 
Place ry" ms in a juſt ſubordination to it ; being moſt 
Aſſartd, if we are not removed from this Earth under the 
immediate Views of it, as we know we may ſoon be, even as 
this Great Princeſs hath been ; it will yet make ſuch Appear- 
ances from Heaven in coming upon us, as will Amaze tha 
World to behold, even its Kingdoms becoming the King- 
doms of the Lord and of his Chriſt. 

And though the Lord makes uſe of what greater and more 

Honourable Inſtruments He pleaſes, as of our Iluſtrious 
\ Queen, or of ſmaller and meaner ; yet He is not tied to any : 
For his own Arm ſhall Rule for him, his Reward is with 
him,. and his Work before him. 
And though on ſo great a Diſpoſe, as this removal of ſo 
great a Perſonage from us, we ought to hear his ſpeech and 
to be afraid, to cry out Lord, revive thy work ; In wrath 
remember mercy ; Tet ts have ſure Confidence he will, and 
is near about, to take to himſelt his great Yower and to 
Reign, how Angry ſoever the Nations will be at it. 

And if we are ſuch, as Love his Kingdom and Appear- 
ance, However the Fig-tree do not bloſſom, &>c. How- 
ever dark and black things look, yet we ſhould glory in the 
Lord, and rejoyce ix the God of our Salvation, axd be 
Aſſured he will make our teet like Hindes feet, and ſet us 
on the High Places of his Kingdom; Ard though Nati- 
ons labour in the very Fire, and weary themſelves for 
very vanity, yet #t zs ſo ordered by the Lo 'd of Hoſts, becauſe 


he is juſt about to Fill the Earth with the Knowledge of 


his Glory, even as the Waters cover the Sea. Oh let 
him. come into his Holy Temple, and let all the Earth 
be ſilent. before him. 


A 


SERMON 


Preached in MEMORIAL of the 


Awful Divine Diſpoſe 


In the DEATH of the 


QUEEN 


OG FF S0 
Bleſſed Remembrance to the Whole Nation. 


— — 


H A BAC. iij. 2. 


Oh Lord, I have heard thy Speech, and was afraid; Oh Lord» «x 
Revive thy work in the miaſt of the years ;, in the midſt of *© 
the years make known ; in wrath remember mercy. 


Have thought it neceſſary in regard of that Great 
Senſe of the Death of the Queen, God hath been 
pleaſed to Imprint upon all the People of this Nation; 
(who have indeed any Senſe of his Providences, but to 
the Degree of Common Sobriety) I have thought it, I 
ſay, neceſſary to Refle&t upon that Late ſo Tremendous 
Providence, and to ſet before you, what TI look upon to 


be molt Seaſonable, and moſt neceſſary for the Servants 
OL 
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I. 


of God in the preſent Circumſtances of things to apply 
their tho unto, > 

And i , I do not doubt, but chat Funeral Re- 
membrances ara very much warranted to us by that Ex- 
ample of David bewailing the Death of Saul, and of 
Jonathan, which we find 2 Sam. 1.17. David lamented 
with this Lawentation over Sanl, and over Jonathan his Sox. 
Alſo he bid them teach the Children of Iſrael the uſe of the 
Bow. This, ſome Interpreters underſtand only to teach 
the Uſe of Arms ; of which at that time the Bow was 
one of the Principal, and became an Emblem of the 
whole Military Skill and Attion; Bur it {ſeems rather, 
according to the Judgement of other Interpreters, to be 
the Title of the Lamentation David made over Saul and 
Tonathan ; as ſome of the Pſalms have Titles very pecu- 
liar, ſuited to the principal Matter, Types, or Iaſtru- 
ments us'd in relation to them : © this Lamentation 
had the Name or Title of the Bow, And as a Higher 
Commendation of it, it is faid to be written in the Book 
of Jaſher, of the upright one, or uprightneſs ; intimat- 
ing ſome moſt Excellent Record, or Records of Greateſt 
Truth and Value, (Spoken of alſo Joſh. 11.13.) He goes 
on; The Beauty of Iſrael is fallen upon thy high places : 
How are the mighty fallen ! Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 
not in the Streets of Askelon, l:ft the daughters of the Phi- 
liztines rejoyce ; leſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed tri- 
wah, That is, If it were poſſible, T carneſtly deſire, 
That the Enemies of God, and of his People might have 
no occaſion to Rejoyce and Triumph in that fad {troke 
on Saul and Jonathan; Elpecially, as if the Intereſt of 
God and of his Kingdom lutter'd, and ſunk at all in 
it, 

For were it not on this Account, it might ſeem won- 
derful, that God ſhould be pleaſed to ordain, that part 
of his Word ſhould receive this Funcral Lamentation ot 
Saul and Jonrthan into it : Eſpecially Conſidering that 

Jaul 
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Saul was a Prince Rejefted of God, and that God was 
very Angry with, and very fevere upon ; and that He 
was a Great Enemy to David, whom God was pleaſed 
to place the Type of the - I of Chriſt upon, and 
to remove it from Saul Himſelf. 

But this was undoubtedly the Reaſon of it, Becauſe 
Saal, though in his own Perſon, he was a Prince fo re- 
jeted of God, yet God had made him for a time, a Type, 
and the firſt Type of the Kingdom of Chrift; and 
though he rejetted him, yet he had Anointed him, he had 
given him a Kingdom, and fet him over the people of 
I/rael ; which Kingdom was ſo Eminently a Type of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt ; And theretore David the ſweer P/al- 
miſt of _ and the Eſtabliſhed Type of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, was employed by God, in an extraordinary 
way, to make this Lamertation over him. And of this 
he gives a very plain notice; when He ſaid, The fheild of 
Saul was vilely caſt away, as though he had not been Anointed 
with Oyl. His being Anointed with Oyl, was a Type of 
the Great Mefiab, of the Great Anointing, and on that 
Account David Lamented. 

As this Lamentation may be therefore in General, a 
Foundation for a Funeral Commemoration ; ſo eſpecially, 
and very particularly, when the Perſon Lamented, had 
any relation to the Kingdom of Chriſt. 


Now with regard'to the Providence of God upon the ® # 


Nation in the Removal of the Queen fo lately ; we may 
ſay, that God hath been pleaſed, as it were, by an unt- 
verſal- Conſent, of even the ſobereſt of the Nation, to 
Embalm the Memory of ſo Excellent a Princeſs ; and we 
may ſay of Her,as So/omon in the Proverbs ; Many daugh- 
ters have done vertuouſly, But Thou excelleſt them all, Prov. 
I. 29, 
' And as it 15s faid of Tabitha or Dorcas, in the Ads of 
the Apoitles ; They brought forth the works ſhe had wroaght. 
Which by the Context Appear to have been prepared, as 
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works of Charity; So we may ſay, Many have brought 
forth many Eminent and Excellent Works of this Great 
Princeſs ; They by the Gracious Providence of God to- 
wards her Memory, have been more ſpoken of, and 
more Commended and made known, than before ; Al- 
though they were certainly and ſufficiently known to 
many Witneſſes of Greateſt Credit in the time of her Life, 
and to many who had themſelves the Experiments of the 
Great Tenderneſs and Compaſlionateneſs of her Spirit ; 
and more eſpecially toward Them who ſuffered upon the 
Teſtiniony of the Goſpel, and on the Account of Con- 
ſcience ; Yet the notice taken of them ſince her Death, 
hath more ſbakex the Houſe of Dagon than before in her 
Life. 

But notwithſtanding this,and much more that might be 
ſaid,and hath been abundantly ſpoken by thoſe who were 
moſt proper to ſpeak of theſe things ; there is that parti- 
cular Relation, Her Station and Intereſt in Government, 
and Her Extraordinary \Introduction into it, Providence 
gave Her,had to the Kingdom of Chriſt : And this is that 
which I look upon as more cloſcly,and preciſely my Duty 
to Conſider, and to ſpeak of to All that have a A: fe and 
deep Conlideration of the wayes of God in relation to his 
own Kingdom, which oftentimes are in the dark, and his 
footſteps in the great waters, and He gives not Account of any 

«of his matters, It F'e take away even perſons that we may 
think of great Serv:ce,and ule to his Kingdom;yet who car 
hinder him, or ſay unto him,what doeſt thou ? Tf he Removes 
the Terſon of greateſt Honour and Dignity, of great and 
publick Good and of Support to the Prozeſtant Religion,yet 
none can call Him to Account, bur mult lie at his Foot ; 
yet humbly intercecing, as the Frophet here does, 0h 
Lord, I hear thy ſpeech, and am afraid; And lo to ſet our 

' kelvesto pray, Oh Lord, Revive thy work in the midſt of 
of rhe years ; In the midſt of the years make known, in wrath 
remember mercy. 
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In Order therefore to the more cloſe Diſcourſe to this 
purpoſe, I begin in the opening of the words according 
to the Context wherein they ſtand ; This Chapter there- 
fore follows upon two great Viſons Habakkak had re- 
ceived from God in the two foregoing Chapters. 

The firſt of the Viſions was the Deſolation of Judah 
and Jeruſalem, by that bitter and haſty Nation of the 
Chaldeans, or Babylonians, Chap, 1. 5. Behold yes among 
the Heathen, ſaith God, regard, and wonder marvellouſly, 
for I raiſe up that bitter and haſty nation. 

The ſecond of the Viſions is the Judgment of God 
upon Baby/ox; ſet out in many ſharp and reproachful 
Remarks of the Divine diſpleaſure upon them, cap. 2. 

Now upon the firſt of theſe Viſions, the Prophet had 
very ſad and Afiicting Fore-fights. And therefore he 
faith, 0h Lord, I heard thy Speech, and wes afratd, ver. 2. 
J heard, and my belly trembled, rottenneſs entred into my 
bones, c. 3. 16, For undoubtedly, the Spirit of God that 
fully underſtood its own Counſels Taught and Inſtrudted. 
him ſo to ſpeak of that Babylonian Kingdom, as the 
Head of Gold, comprehending the whole Image, Day. 2. 
and ſo in a more eminent manner, the Roman Monarchy, 
which is therefore ſtiled Baby/on : And according to this 
the Apoſtle ufes the very words of Habakkuk, Atts 13. 
Beware leaſt that come upon you, whith is ſpoken of in the 
Prophets, behold ye deſpiſers and wonder, and periſh, for I. 
work & work in your aayes, which you ſhall in no wiſe believe, 
though a man declare it you. 

. Thus is plainly taken out of this firſt /iſron of Habakkak. 

Now, How could that core upon them, wher the 
Babylonian Monarchy had ceafed long before ? But becauſe 
the Roman Empire, was to hll up and compleat the 
Babylonizn Image. And that old literal Babylon was mot 
peculiarly a Type of Myſ#:ca! Babylon, the whole Rowar 
Votentacy,eſpecially the Antichriſtian. 
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As therefore literal Baby/oz of old deſtroyed the City 
and Temple of Jeraſatew ; ſo.the Romaanes took away by 
a more laſting Deſtruction their 'City, Temple and Nation, 
And as literal Baby/oz has a Wo pronounced upon it for 
building a City with Bloud, and ;giving an intoxicating 
Bottle; 1o Spwitual Bahy{oz is infampus for Bloud, and 
its Cup of Fornication, Compare Habak. 2. and Rev. 
C.17. C.. 18, 

And Further, as the Few:ſb, ſo the Chriſtian Gentile 
Church hath been, and yet continues under the ſame 
Tyranny Twelve'Hundred Sixty. Dayes of Years, almoſt 
now expired, yet not fully ended 3 But till-they are end- 
ed, the Church is in a Witderx/s-Condition, and the 
Witneſſes in Sackc/oth have lain ſlain and dead, by reafon 
of the Cruelty, and Perſecution of the Myſtical. Babyloni- 
an Antichriſtian Powers, and the T ix, 7 imes, and Half- 
Time determined to them. Now Habakkok foreſeeing in 

irit, this long Calamity of the People of God, both 
Jew and Gentiles under this Literal and Myſtical Babylon, 

is deeply AﬀeCted. with it, as has been declared. 

Upon the {econd Yiox,viz. the utter Deſtruftion of the 
Babylonian Image, and the both Literal and Myſtical Ba- 
bylon, wherewith the Viſion of the Kingdom of Chriſt 
is conjoyned and enterwoven, Habatkuk ( Chap, 2. 
Ver. 1. &c.) [tands on his watch Towre, to wait for the 
Klue of his Interceſſion, which in his firſt Yiſo he had 
made (Chap. 1.) againſt Babylon. Now in Anſwer to 
that Interceſſion, he is commanded to write a great Viſion, 
and to' make it plain, that he might run that readeth it, 
and which every one ſhould /:ve by Faith upon, till they 
ſhould ſee it fulfilPd in Glory. For though it tarried 
long, it ſhould ſpeak to the Full at laſt, and therefore to 
be waited for till the 1335 Days making Bleſſed, according 
to Dar. 12. «it, And what Viften is that which God 
gives in Anſwer to Habakkak's earneſt Prayer from Chap. 
I, 12. to the End ? 


It 
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It is certainly what we find inthe ſecond Chapter con- 
fiſting of theſe two Great Heads. £: 


Firſt, Thoſe ſeveral fo Solemn Denunciations of Woes 
and Judgments on Baby/ox in its whole Image and State, 
from Litteral Baby/ox -down to its utter deftruCtion 'in 
Myſticdl Babylou through the Chapter ! | 

Secondly, Thofe ſo Gracious and Illuſtrious Declara- 
tions, and Aſſurances of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; Chap. 
2. Ver. 14. The earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge 4 
the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. And the 
Lord # in his holy temple, let all the earth keep filence before 
him, Ver. 20. So great a Remark of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, as the knowleage of the glory of the Lord filling the 
earth, & the waters cover the ſea; makes clear the main 
Scope of the Viſion; And as Great a Diſplay of the 
Kmgdom of Chrift is that other Branch of the Viſion ; 
The Lord i in his Holy Temple, &c, Which Expreſſion 
hath a cloſe Alliance with that Prophetick Viſion of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt given to Exzeke! in the delineation 
of a Temple, Throne and City in his aft Chapters, of 
Account of which, there is fuch an often mention of the 
Temple —_ and of God and the Lamb being the Temple 
ef, and having their Throne in the New FJer»ſalem, in 
the Revelation C. 21. C. 22. 

Now. that the Lord would revive, or give Life to 
that Iis Great Work of carrying on the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, whenever it ſeems (eſpecially) to languiſh, or hath 
been under any Embarraſsment ; this was the Prayer of 
Habakkuk, and ought to be of every Servant of Chriſt, 
who loves the Kingdom of Chriſt, 

And ſo the Prophet knowing that all thoſe Great 
Works God hath done in the World, are preparations 
to, Pledges of, and are to be Compleated, and FilPd up 
m the Kingdom of Chriſt, recalls, and recounts the 
Great Works of God, from the beginning of the World, 


That 
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ns ſo he may lead to that Kingdom all along his third 
Chapter. | | | 
Now therefore, becauſe all the time of the Babyloniſh 
Captivity, till the Reſtoration by Cyr«s, the Work of the 
Kingdom had lain, as it were, ina Swoon, this earneſt 
Prayer is Left on Record to. the Servants of God in all 
Ages, to powre out their Souls to God in, on ſuch Oc- 
calions. 

We need not ſtand upon the Critical Middle of years, 
although the very reſtoration by Cyras after that Capti- 
vity in Babylon, was a moſt remarkable Middle of Time, 
between the firſt Creation and Eternity ; yet inany time, 
wherein God hath ſeemed to forget his Great Work for 
his Kingdom, or to do any thing 1a delay of it, we may 
thus Cry out to him in General, 1» the midſt of the years 
revive thy work, in the midſt of the years make known. 

And ſo proportionably in our private Caſe, when we 
find any declining and going down of our Hope in the 
Salvation of God, in our own Souls, the Grace of Chriſt 
retiring from us, and his Spirit withdrawing from us : 
Or when in the Publick State of the Nation, the Glory 
of the Goſpel is under any Eclipſe, the good State of the 
Government of a Nation, with relation to the King- 
dom of Chriſt is ſinking, or looſing any of the Pillars of 
it; or when any ſad Providence 1s upon our ſelves in 
particular, that looks ſad upon us, as depriving us of the 
Comfortable Aſpets of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; we 
may Cry out to God for a revival, a Remembering Mercy 
even in the midſt of Wrath, a making known in the midit 
of the years. And thus our Jate ſad Providence, which 
ſhews the fitneſs of the Text to this Occaſion. 

Three things therefore I Fropole in this Diſcourſe to 
ſpeak of, 

Firſt, Of the Great and Earneſt Interceſſion of the 
Prophet Habakkuk, as it may be taken up and made uſe 
of by every Chrittian in {ccret, in relation to his __ 

Ou! 
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Soul, and the inward State of it, or to his outward Con” 
dition, and the Providences of God towards him in that, 
or with reſpe& to his Family, and neareſt Relations : 
And all theſe with a look towards, and ſubordination to 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. And herein I ſhall conſider all 
theſe more ſtriftly,when they ate at any time in a plunge 
and'{inking of Condition, under any Eclipſe, or Cloud 
of Frovidence; Then in ſuch a ſtrait, we may go to God, 
crying out, Oh Lord, Revive thy work in the midſt of the 
years, make known, in wrath remember mercy. 

Secondly, I'will take into Conlideration the more 
Publick: State of the Servants of God, that keep his Com- 
manas ; of his FVitneſſes that hola the Teſtimony of Teſws, 
when they are in Sackcloth, and even lying dead in any of 
the Streets of the Great City; or when the Charch is in the 
Wilderneff, How earneſt we ſhould be with God to 
Revive his work in the midſt of the years, to make known, 
and in Wrath to remember Mercy. 

In the Third Place, I ihall Apply it Particularly to 
the late Providence of God upon the Nation, in which 
he ſeems (as it were) to have Reverſed a late Gracious 
Diſpenſation of that Providence to this Nation ; to 
have reverſed it in ſuch a Part, in ſuch a Principal Part 


cf it, by the Removal of the Queen. 


And ſo TI ſhall cloſe with Application. 
\ | 

1. The Firſt thing that T would Propofe is this; 
There are many fad and dark Vales of Providence, and 
as to the Preſence of God, in every Particular Chriſtians 
Soul : There are many times, when we ſeem to Lan- 
guiſh in the Wane of God ; when our Hearts grow very 
vain, very Worldly ; when we are ready (as it were) 
to Die : The things that are in order to the K;ngdom of 
Chriſt, they are ready to die; As we find, Rev. 3. Con- 
C Celning 


UMI 


[ 10 ] 


cerning the. Chuxch of Sardis : Thou haſt 4 name that thou 
ljveſt, and art dead. Be watchful, and firengthen the things 
which remain, that are ready to die : for I have not found 
thy works filled up before God. 

O, How often do we find that our Souls are Ready to 
of their firſt love | that they are going backward, that 
they are going downward in the Wayes of God. Cer- 
tainly, Every one of us has reaſon.to fear, and to. fuſpe&h, 
that ſuch a Time has been upon us, or that it, may come 
upon us. | 

David was very ſenſible of ſuch a State as this is; 
and therefore ig the 119 Pſalm, he is continually. praying, 
Quicken me, Q | ord, according to thy. word, ver. 25, Fhis 
Prayer returns upon him, wer. 88, _— thou me after 
thy loving kindneſs :. So ſhall. I keep. the teſtimony = 
mouth. | 

There are many Times, when. God retires the- Graci- 
ous Motions and Afſiſtances of his Spixit. What a dread- 
fyl complaint-is that, that the Servants of. God: make, 
in; Iſazah. 63. 17, O. Lord, why heſh thos. made us to. Erv 
from thy ,wayes, and hardened our heart fron. thy, fear? Re- 
turn. for thy. ſervants ſake, ' How: often is it, that our 
Squls have reaſon, to Complain, thet1in a: juſt Judgement 
He o retires from us, as, to makg\us t0rerre from his ways, 
and' 70 harden our heart from his fear ? So, Iſaiah 64. 5. 
Thou meeteſt him that, rejoyceth,' and wogketh. Hh aafan; q 
thoſe that remember thee in thy wazes. But immediately he 
cryes. out, Behold thou, ars wroth, for wei bave. ſinned'; Tet 
(faith he) in, thy mayes; there is; continuance, aud.ws [ball be 
/aved; Here comes in, iz ,the midſhof the: years, (ag it 
were,) a rejoxcing, #n Gog ; When, we: are Free, and' E- 
{tabliſhed in the wayes of God:, Thou-meeteſt-him: that ye- 
joyceth, and morketh righteogſne(s ; But then,. on the other- 
Gde, 'Chou. art wrath,, for, we have, jo :. We give- God: 
occalion: to, retreat. the. Light of: his, Countenance ;: the 
. Motions, 
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Motions of his Spirit, the Comfort of his Preſence : And 
yet, notwithſtanding, as Habakkuk here faith, Revive 
thy work in the miilſt of the years, There is continuance 
(faith he) it thy wayes, and we ſball be ſaved; But then | 
immediately he goes on again to Complain : We are all 

4s 41s unclean thing, and all oar righteotuneſſes are as filthy 
rags, and we all do falle as a lenf, ahi our iniquities like the 
wind, have taken us away; And there is none that calleth 


upon thy name, that ſtirreth up himſelf, to take hold of 
thee.: &c. 


When. therefore we find the Graces of the Spirit of 
God looking in vs, as if they were Blaſting ; like Flower 
or Bloſſoms blaſted with an Eaft-Wind ; when we fn 
our Souls dead in the Wayes of God, and Holineſs; 
when we find our Iniquities, and temptations to Evil 
have Prevalency upon us ; then, what's our Duty to 
do'?? but to caſt our felves down before God, and ſay 
unto him, O Lord, Revive thy work in the midſf of the 
years ; in the midſt of the years make known. 

When: at any time we fall, as David, into Sin ; that 
God would reftore the Foy of his Salvation, and eſtabliſh u 
with his free Spirit, That he woald not caſt us away from 
his preſence, nor take his holy Spirit from us. 

When we find our ſelves dead in the Uſe of Ordi- 
nances , we have no way, but earneſtly thus to cry out 
to God, When God plunges us under fears of Eternal 
Wrath and Diſpleafure, to ſay unto him, I» wrath re- 
member mercy. - And ſo in regard of outward Provis 
dences ; . when Go#' brings ms into the dark, and not into 
the light ; (as that Expreffion is in' the Lamentations.) 
when he ſeems to ſit 9ut or prayer : And though we ſhoat, 
and make 4 noiſe in Prayer, yet that {till he will not hear ; 
Then we ſhould infiſt, O Lord, Revive thy mercy to us in 
the midſt of judgement, In _ remember mercy ; Work 
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» Salvation, even in our outward Condition, ſo far as is. 
neceſſary to our Eternal Peace and Salvation. 

And 1n all theſe things, there ought to be a- peculiar 
Fye to the Kingdom of Chriſt ; For the Kingdom of 


» Chriſt, and our Salvation, are united, and the Glory 


thereof ſhines out together; even as. now they are Re-. 


ſerved together in Heaven, till they are ſo Revealed ; and: 


there they, are alwayes in 4. Readineſs to be Revealed, as 
the Apoftle Peter Witneſles, x Pet. 1. 5. &c:; 

Andceven ſo all outward Salvation and Deliverance are- 
ypon. the Title of the Kingdom 'of. Chriſt:, Pledges of, 
and in Order to it ; even as the Reſtoration of the State- 
of Judah, and Jeruſalem by Cyrus and the Kings of Perſis, 
that was more_ immediately. in the Eye. of. the Prophet 
Habakkak, when he prayed for the Rewival of the work of 
Gpd, in the midſt of the. years , and was a very Great 


' Type of the Kingdom of Chriſt, according, to the State- 


of. that time. 

2. In the Second Place, Thus in regard of the Pub- 
tick State of the Nation :. It there be an Appearance of 
things, that God is taking away from,us the Enjoyment 
of the Goſpel at any time, the Enjoyment. of- his. Ordi- 
nances ; that he is taking away. the Peacc, or the Free-. 
dom of the Nation ;, that we ſeem -to, be in danger of a 
return of Evil upon us: Fox ſo. indeed, is the State 'of 
things: Till the Kingdom of Chrift, we are between 
{ tight and Darkneſs : There are continual returns. of 
Evil, as T have often Obſerved. Look over. all the- 
Hiſtories of Scripture, and. the Hiſtories of. Times ſince 
the Scripture ; if there have been better 'Fimes at any 
time, Darkneſs. and. Worſer haye come and followed: 
upon them, 

Ifyou look upon this. Nation; Indeed, It is very Re- 
narkable, fince the time of the Dawns of the Retorma- 
4192 upon-it-: You know, Firſt we.had the Excellent 

Appear-. 
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Appearances. of - Government, in | that: young” Prince, 
Eaward the Sixth ; God took him off ſuddenly, in the 
very rifing of his Youth : And the dark and doleſome 
time of the Marian-Dayes, of the Burning fo many of. 
the Servants of God, came on, and Antichriftizniſm re- 
turned and came back. 

Now, at ſuch a time, undoubtedly, the Servants. of. 
God were earneſt with God, that he would Revive his' 
work in the midſt of the years. And ſo it came forward a- 
gain, in the Reign of Queen E/izabech, And we have 
had ſome Appearanees'of Hope of the glory, of a greater 
glory of the Goſpel, and of Chriſtianity, at ſome times ;; 
and then they have been vailed andclouded, and darkned' 
again + E would not enter into Particulars. Mo er. 

But what: ſball we 46: at. fuch a' time as this” How: 
fhould we cry out, 'O'Eord,; thou haſt appointed a King-. - 
dom to-thy ſelf, to thy Son : thou- haſt reſolved,. that: 
the knowledge. of -the Glory of the Lord ſhall cover thr Earth, 
as the waters do the ſea; Some things have ſeemed to move 
towards it, and they have gone back again, and. down: 
again ;- O therefore, Revive thy work, O Lord, in" the. 
midſt of the years make known, in wrath remember mercy. 

- This ought to. be a Pattern to the Servants of God,.in' 

all times, when any thing that God hath done for them,, 
hath ſcemed- to- go backward'; that God would revive 
his work in the- midſt of the years ; Bleſſed. be that: God; 
that can do it; He can revive it ;- He can give Life, af- 
ter we:ſeem to be in a Swoon, and nnder Faintings ; yet 
God-1s-able to: doit ; And therefore, onr Souls fhould; 
uponi-this very Account, be - continually powred out;, 
upon all occaſions before him. 

Bur then, 

3. The Third thing that I propoſed An$that-1s, T's; 
makon particular reverw 'and'remarle won this late Pros, 
vadence : | 
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And that. Briefly ; . becauſe I would give occaſion 


to greater enlargedneſs and ſeriouſneſs upon theſe 


things in the thoughts of Chriſtians; that (as I have ſaid) 
we may not loſe the uſe of ſo ſad a Providence, by letting 
it evaporate in onely an outward Formality, and Com- 
memoration, and Commendation of the Honvur of fo 

reat a Perſon, God hath Removed : VVe ſhould not 
It it go off ſo, but let it come to ſerious and deep Conſi- 
deration, 


I would therefore Propoſe theſe two things. 
1., Firſt, That which we may look upon, as Dark and 
Sad, in this Diſpenſation and Providence. 
2. In the Second Place, How: we may Feap Benefit 
and Comfort, and Encquragement -to beg of God, that 
He would revive bis work in the midft of the years ; that 


' he would yet carry on his work: : And though this was 


a ſtroke of V Vrath,and Diſpleaſure , yet that he would 
return in Mercy. . F - 2.6% 0 | 


I. The firſ ting Hos I would lay: before you, as a 
Sad and fcrious Conſideration, is, That when God ſees 
a People unreformed , when: he fees. a. Spirit of Profanc- 
ne, of. Atheiſm, 'of V V.retchedgeſs, Senſcleſnefs of 
things, and. of Ungodlieſs; He takes, away' thoſe Pers 
ſons, that are as the Charzots and Horſemen of a Nation ; 
as it was ſaid of Elijah. He removes thoſe, that are in 
themſelvgs, blefſings. to a, Nation; And fo we ſhould-Con» 
ſider this late Providence, as a; {troke upan-the Irrehigion,) 
upon ,the, Acheifm, .and. upan the Prophanenes| of: rhe 

ation : God takes away thoſe, whom lie makes De- 
fences; whom he makes ( as it were ) Buttrefſes and 
Prpps.of the, Nation.  -- 

Thus of . that excellegat..Prince Joſiah, we read 1 
hecauſe it was a very wicked State of the People at thar: 
| time : 
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my 
time, It was a very ſenfelefs State : And when God 
gavethem ſuch an Excellent Prince of fo very great Hopes, 
and of fo- great Zeal for Reformation, In the 74th. 
Chapter of the 2d. Book of Chrozicles, you may read all 
along; And in the 35th. Chapter, what an Excellent: 
Perſon he was: Yet God took him away in great V Vrath 
and” Difpleaſure upon the Nation, Chap. 35. 25. And 
Teremaah lamented for Joſiah, and all the ſinging-men, and 
the ſing ing-women ſpuke of Fofialr tn therr lament ations to this 
day, and mude it aw Ordinance in Tſraet : and behold, they 
are written in the Lamentat rons. 

Certainly, many Expreſhons'in that book of the La- 
mentations of. Jeremiah, have great reſpect to this very 
Joſiah, Of whons we ſaid, —_— — we ſball live- 
among. the Heathen,” Vam- 4. 20. The Crown is P ongs 
from our /head.,  Wo' anto'us 'rbat' we- have ſianed. C 
5. 20, And why was-it? becauſe Gorn-would not turn (as 
it is. ſaid); from the fierceneſs- of his anger, for all the Sins 
that Iſrael hadyjoyned with Maxefſeh in; So we find it: 
exprefly- taken notice 'of; that' God would not turn from 
the fierceneſs of his'Anger, fiotwirtftanding all-thie” Re: 
formation Joſiah had madt-;- -And* therefore he- took a+ 
way Joſiah, That's the Firſt Sad'Confideration that we: 
may- have upor us. 

hg 


2, The Second'very Sad'Confideration, is ; 

That' when God takes! away Perſdns of very great 
Uſe; of very great/Senſe of Himſelf; of very great 
Hopes to: do- good in chat State: and: Condition, wherein: 
he hathiplaced'thenr; the Account that He is pleafed'to; 
give of it is this; (which indeed, may look very, Sad 
upon-us; and asf 'God would have us underſtand'VVrath, 
andiDiſpleafure by it) I/a. 57. 1, 2. 

The- righteome periſheth, and no. man layeth it to heart ;; 
and merciful men are taken-away; none conftdering- that the 
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righteous is taken away from the evil to come; He ſhall 
enter into peace : they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walk- 
ing in his uprightneſs. This is the Note I would give ; 

hen Perſons of Eminent Piety, of Eminent Mercy, 
and doing Good, as neceſſary to Mankind, are taken a- 


way, it is from the Evil tocome very often; It is a Sign, 


that God is bringing a Storm upon a Nation, a Storm 
of Wrath and Diſpleaſure : When he takes away Per- 


ſons of Eminent Senſe of Himſelf, or of Good to the 
Nation, or that are Publick Bleſſings; when. he takes 
them away, it 15 a Sign, that there is Evi to come. 

3. The Third. Conſideration is this, and Indeed , 
that ought to Aﬀect us very much : For, you know, 
that God hath, within theſe few late years made ſo 
great a Change in the Government of the Nation, as 
tended to an Introduction... to. the , further. Glory of 
Chriſtianity ,+.a greater Advancement of Proteſtantiſm, 
and the Reformation among, us; And you know, how 
Principal a Perſon the Queen was in this very Revolu- 
tion, which has been often ſpoken of, ; and-Celebrated , 
as;:1s. well known among, us ;-. Now, this is a Rebuke 
upon the Nation, that God would be 'pleaſed,to take ſuch 
a Perſon away ; that in every thing, we ney lay, Accor- 
ding to the Opportunity, and the meaſure of Light 
vouchſafed to her, as Solomon ſpeaks of the Vertuous 
Woman ; She did good, and- not Evil, all the dayes of her 
being. in the Government ; And was (as I ſaid) an Emi- 
nent Perſon in that Revolation ; which we have, both in 
Solemn, Acknowledgement to God, and in General Dif- 
courſe, looked -upon, as. a, great Mercy to. this,,Na- 
t10n. | | | 3 40 99 

The Happy Union of the King, and the Queen: in 
the Government was a great Mercy to the Nation! in 
theſe Regards ; oy | 

xz. That it gave {ucha Sweetnels,, and Concihatoraneſs 

to 
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to the .Gpvernmeat in the thoughts of All, who were 
not Enemies to the true Intereſts, to the Happineſs, and 
Proſperity of it in regard both of the Religion, and of 
the Freedom of the Nation. The King, and the Queen 
were Lovely, and «ndivided in their Regnancy, in ſo 
happy a Configuration of Graces and Vertues, as in their 
Union in Titles; in ſuch a ſtrict Fidelity to the Prote- 
ſtant Reformation , as in their Joynt Swaying the 
Scepter. 

2, This Union gave Stability to the Government ; In 
this Inſtance, as Solomon Tayes, Two are better than One, 
and the Union” made it a Three-fold Cord, that is not 
Eaſily Broken, 

3. It was a Security to it ; For ſeeing, the King, and 
the Queen were ſo united, as that the Government ſur- 
viv'd incach; the Sozs of Violence had this Diſcourage- 
ment of Attempting againſt either ſingle, 

4. It gave a preſence to the Goverament, that in the 
neceſſary Abſence of the King for the Defence of the 
Nation 1n the Wars Abroad, the Government was yet 
always preſent, and at Home, by the Queens Union in 
Supream Power. 

Now, I fay, When God is pleaſed to take away ſuch 
a Perſon, ſo Eminent in the Revolatioz ; It is, as if he 
would put a Diſgrace, and a Diſhonour upon the Revo- 
lution as tous-ward. And, we have reaſon to Fear, leſt -- 
God ſhould Roll back from us, the Good that he had be- 
gan todo. And, As it is ſaid, Twill Repent of the Good 
(not of the Evil ; though God does alſo ſay that) But P// 
Repent of the Good that I thought to do unto you. 

That therefore God ſhould bring us again into the 
Dark ; and if there be Place, and Room for ſuch a 
thing, as many of the Servants of God have Apprehend- 
ed, and (T believe) do Apprehend : Though (as TI have 
ſaid) it is not according to the Apprehenſions that I have 

D 


(I 


[. 18 ] 


I may Hombly Hope) had from the Word of God. 

But, If there be Room for ſuch a thing, as' that 
ing of the Witneſſes, and as their hing _—_ three days 
and an half of years ; It may feem to be as fair an Intro- 
duQory ſtroke of God upon us for it, as may be. 

Therefore, I fay, We have Reafon to Apprehend it, 
in this regard, and to humble our ſelves before God ; 
left he Repent of the Good, he thought to do unto us, 
and will not do it for us. | 

I Acknowledge, Ir is 4 very dark Diſpenſation of Pro- 
vidence ; That, if the Succeſſion of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt be ſo near as 97, that fo Eminent an Inftrament 
in the Hand of God within theſe Nations, ſhould ſo ſud- 
denly before it, be Removed, 

But as I have ſaid, His way is in the Sea, and his Paths 
#n the Great Waters : He gives not Account of Any of his 
Matters. If He take away fo Great Perſons, who can 
hinder bim ? 'Whocan ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, what 
doſt thou ? He will ſhew he needs no ones Service, ſo as 
to depend upon'it ; he can raiſe up, and fit others, as he 
pleaſes ; and yet more abundantly provide for the Honour 
and Happineſs of Any, he hathuſed, with himſelf; And 
whereas they are Removed out'of the Viſibility of ſuch 
Glory before the Eyes of All ; even in that they ſhall not 
be Looſers : For when the Lord comes, all his Saints, 
\ Great and Small ſhall come/mirh Him in Glory, on white 
Horſes, Bodies of Glory in Fine Linnen, white and clean, 
which is the Righteouſneſs of Saints. And ſo however 
Dark, I ſay, this Providence may Look now in relation 
to the Queen, becauſe we have no Views of the Glory 
rt Which ſhe is entred; yet then All this ſhall clear 
'up, and brigtiten ito Luſtre and Open Appearances of 
Glory. But now, 

2. In the Second place; According to thoſe Hopes, 
ind thoſe Earneſt Prayers, that I deſire every one of us 


may 
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may. j0yn, in. pouring out before God ; there is hope 
(as Scripture ſpeaks) 1n our 1/rael concerning this thing ; 
and that God will yet $0 forward, and perte& the Mer- 
cy that he had intended to us. 


" Therefore, I ſhall give you two or three Conſolatory 
Conſiderations, 1n relation to this. 

x. The Firſt is, That God hath oftentimes been plea- 
ſed to make a Breach, when he was in the way of do- 
ing his Pcople Good ; And, as if he were Reverſing, and 
poRUng an end to his Work, and yet he hath not fo in- 
tended : As PII name briefly ſome Inſtances to you. 

When YJoſbua was in the Courle of Victory, over the 
Kings of Canazyv, You know, upon the Sin of Achan, 
there were very dreadful Diſcomfitures of the People of 
God, by thole whom God would Root out and Deſtroy ; 
and yet, notwithſtanding, this did not prove an end of 
Gods work : But, as you find in Hoſea 2. 15. (a moſt 
comfortable place) when at any time God ts pleaſed to 
make a ſtroke upon his People, he thus ſpeaks; I will 
give her her Vineyards from thence, and the walley of Achor 
for a door of hope ; Which was the place where the 
Children of Iſrael were Diſcomfitted, and where God 
ſeemed to make a Breach upon them. P/l gize it her for 
4 door of hope. God turned that very Valley of Achor into 
4 door of hope. So, when God ſeems to make an End of 
his Work of Grace, he may make it a Door of Hope. 

So God made a Breach upon Vzzs : David could not 
tell what to make of it, whether he would Eſtabliſh 
him, and give him the Happineſs of his Houſe; David 
was afraid of it; But yet, notwithſtanding, in a little 
time after this, the Ark was brought down to the City of 
Davida, So, I ſay, that was not: an Argument that 
God would put an End.to his Intentions of Grace to- 
ward David and his Family ; though he made fo Dread- 
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ful a Breach- to ſtrike Vzzab immediately, in that he 
miſtook, and was in an Error concerning the Ark. 

So we have the Caſe in the 2 Sam. 1. when God 
took awey Saul, and Jonathan his Son; Sa:ls Kingdom was 
undoubtedly a Type of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 
though it did not continue in Saz/*s Perfon and Family : 
But immediately, you ſee ; the Houſe of David, David's 
Kingdom, and Solomon's Kingdom roſe up. So, I fay, 
it is.not an Argument, when God hath an Intention of 
Grace, that he will not carry it on, or that he does in- 
tend to put anend to it becauſe he makes ſome breach ; 
yet we ſhould pour out our hearts before God in all ſuch 
Caſes, and ſay unto him, O Lord, in wrath remember 
wercy ; O Lord, revive thy work in the midſt of the 
ears, 
£ 2, The Second Conſideration by way of Conſolation, 
is this; That God hath yet, and doth yet ; and, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, we ſhould truſt, and earneſtly pray, that 
he will yet continue the King, and make him a great 
Inſtrument for the Advancement of his _ and the 
zo00d of the Nation. The Lord, yet hath left us a Nail 
1s his Santtuary ( as the Expreſſion is) 4 pail in his 
Houſe. 

God gives us yet our hopes, by ſuch a Nail iz his 
| Houſe, as he preſerves among vs ; And though we know 
No other Naz/, except Chriſt alone, is faſtened in ſo ſure 

a Place but that it may be remov*d, yet we may have 
Hopes that God that hath been pleas*d fo tmmediately to 
make the King his Inſtrument in reviving his Work in 
theſe Nations, when it ſeem*®d declining ſo Faſt amidſt 
the years of K. james, will ſuſtain and ſupport him, till 
the very Time of the Right of that Greateft King for 
entring into the Succeſſion of his Kingdom ; when the 
Time, Times, and Half Time given by his Oath to Ax- 
tichriſt ſhall be at an End, and ſuch Time be no more 
for 
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for ever-;"'as is alſo fworn by Chriſt ;- which'T have niade 
out. as I doubt riot to'afftirm, on ſuch Grounds as will 
not Fail, to be at the fo near 97. from the Compare of 
the two'Oaths, the firſt giving Times, and- halt, Dex. 
12,' the latter defining thoſe Times and half: to be-at ar 
End,” and never' to be renewed, Rev. 10, It. ſhould 
cauſe us yet, in relation to this, to cry out, O Lord," ne+ 
vive thy work in the midſt of the years, in wrath remember 
mercy, 10 the Preſervation of the Government toi usyas 
there is an Eſtabliſhment of the Reformation from Amnti- 
chriſtianiſm, and as there is an Enjoyment of the Ordi- 
nances of the Gofpel in ſo much Freedom, And then, 

3. The Third thing I would mention to you, by way 
of Conſolation (and fo I ſhall immediately conclude in 
Application) 1s this, | 

That ſurely, we cannot (I am humbly bold in the 
Word of God, to'ſay to you) we cannot be rar off 
We cannot upon any Account whatever, be far oft, from 
a far greater Revolution and Change that God will make, 
by the Succeſſion of the Kingdom of Chriſt. The' very 
Labour in the Fire, and Weariſomneftes for very Vanity, 
that we behold in All States, amidſt all Ferfons, and on 
the account of fo great Ferfons as we now Memoralize, 
removed from us ſuddenly, is a certain Aſfurance, it ts 
near, even at the very Doors. For I darc Appeal to _ 
All the World, whether though the World hath been 
alway full'of Wars, and cf Rumors of Wars; yet whe- 
ther ever there were Wars of ſo little Fruit, Succeſs, 'or 
Atcheivement 2 Whether ever there was ſuch Labour of 
Nations, and of Feople in the very Fire, all conſum'd 
without Fruit, and for very Vanity, nothing come of 
it, as hath been ct late years : And is not this God hath 
ſpoken,and Chatleng'dthe whole World upon ? Hab.2.14. 
Is it not (fanh he) of the Lord of Hoſts, ſo ordered, and - 
contrived, it ſhould be thus? Becauſe the Knowledge of 
the 
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the:Gey- df. theihord;; | tht is,' inthe Firſt Appearances, 
ad Eg Glaty of his Kangdom, riftag bke Eze- 
kiels Waters, to the Ancles, then: tothe Kndes, and 
Loynes, atd.then like the Great Sea, covering. All. - This 
therefore, that we are fo Apt to Complain of, fo much 
Qhbarge, and J.abour, and no Effett, ' 1s a Comfortable 


P ick, the Kingdom: of Chriſt draws near, and 
will by the bitterneſs of the Former State be thus wel- 
| into the World. - 


- -\:We ſboulf therefore take: Comfort, in this very third 
of Haha kuk, as the Rrophet. goes 100 in-44is ſetting out 
the gloriqus Works af: God of old : And he does it to 
that very purpoſe to Comfort, Yer, 3. God came from 
Teman, and the Holy :One. from Mount Paran, Selah : His 
glory covered the Heaven, and the Earth was. fall of his 
praife. ' He itood and Meaſured the Earth, (Ver. 6.) he 
beheld, and drove aſunder the Nations, and the everlaiting 
Mountains were ſcattered, the perpetual Hills did bow. And 
ſo he goes on, {tting out the Works of God. And he 
Concludes, (let Appearances be never ſo Dark) [V. 17.) 
Although the Figtree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be 
in the Vines ; though things be never fo Dark, faith he, 
yet Pll rejoyce in the Lord, 4 will joy in the (God of my Sal- 
vation : The Lord is my ſtrength, and he will make my feet 
like Hinds feet, and he will make me to walk npon mine high 
"places. 
x He Alludes to ſuch Expreflions, as ſet out: the Glor 
of the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriftt. And-he hath 
left it as a Song to all Ages : To the. chief Singer on my 
Stringed Inſtruments. That 1s, Let all the Servants of 


God in every Age, prepare to Sing upon theſe Grounds . 


that I have laid, to Sing to the Praiſe and Glory of God, 
and to tlie glory of his Kingdom, eves till Jefus Chriſt 
our great Beloved ſhall make haſte, and be as a Roe, and as 
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4 Hart wpon 'the Moantaist of ' Spicer :7apati] the 
afaryof his own Kingdom as the drnomtedo i)» © »Iqoot 
Certainly, I ſay, This cannot: be:far.off;-I8tuscomputt 
Time how we can ; there is ſuch Evidence that; we 
muſt ' needs believe! mr. And: happy will it befor. any 
One of us, whomi:God continues in;the prefent Stabe:ih 
this World, - to {ce but the Dawns and thebeginainguof 
that Kingdom; 6: i 014, i ifs I 
O how Comfortable would it be, ro Live: or $0:Dye, 
as God is pleaſed to Call us to it, if we could but 
{ze thoſe Dawns ! If we could:but hear thoſe Eadd Yoeaes 


from Heaven reſounding upon Earth; The Kjngdorms of 


this World are become the K zngdoms of the Lord, and of his 
Chriſt. 


I ſhall now ſhut up what I have ſpoken, invery brief 


Application. | 
APPLICATION. 


11 
The Firſt Applicatzon offer*dt0 vs, is,” :15'- 1: ; 


UVSE IT. A Wile, and a Holy, and a Prudent, 
Chriſtian Commemoration of the Graces, and Vertues, 
and Excellencies that-God hath -givea:to any. Pevſansidf 
our Times ; And ſo Particularly 'to this Emigent:.Perſd- 
nage that God. hath lacely removed from -us. - It dotlr 
become the Serious and Holy Servants of God, and 
of Chriſt, ro make a V Viſe, and a PrudentCommemo- 
ration. ' (Het. ls 0 FORDS | 

This is' warranted to us, by. what I ſay\'we have in 
the 2 Sam. 1. David {peaks thus; The | Betury of Iſrael! 
is [lain upon thy bigh places :: How are the mighty fallen, ! 
Tel! it #0t in.Gath,. pabliſhs it not in the Streets of Aske- 
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-'1/ They were Cities of the. Philiſtines, the Enemics of the 
People of God;'the Enemies of - J/rae. - Olet there-not 
be an- occaſion for them to Triumph and Rejoyce 
init! | | 

Let God do ſomthing Graciouſly for the Nation : We 
hould earneſtly Pray, that God would do ſome Graci. 
oug'thing for the:Nation ;. . That though they will be 
Trumphing and Rejoycing, and making great Mirth 
upon; yet notwithitanding, that God 'may Lazgh at 
awitha far..greater Scorn, and have them in Deri- 
fion,\ that are''Enemics:; of his -Goſpel,' and of his King- 
dom. © And," If any Perſon; whom they thought, and 
did look upon as a Friend and Servant to the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, and an Enemy to their Intereſt that are of ano- 
ther kind, of another Region, of a Region below ; that 
God ' would fnatch their Triumph and their Singing 
out of their Mouth ; which we ſhould carneſtly Beg 
and Deſire; and we ſhould beg it of God, that he would 
Interpoſe againſt it, 

And therefore, we may make a Wile, and (I fay) a 
Prudent Record 'of any Perſon of Eminency and Service : 
And ſo we ought to do upon this occaſion, by this Ex- 
ample of David upon Saul and Jonathan. Therefore, 
according to all Freedoms of Apprehenſion and Expreſ- 
fron; we may do.it. As David layes, in.2 Sam. 1. 23. 
Saul land Jonathan they were lovely and pleaſant in their 
' lawes,\ and in their death they were not divided Tonathas, 
'undoubtedly,, was an excellent Perſon every way : And 
Saul, 'in regard of his Government, and bearing a re- 
preſentation of the Kingdom of Chriſt, he is thus ſpoken 
of; by! Davis : ' Though. otherwiſe,rScripture hath ſer 
very black Characters upon him. © -* 

So we may ſay, The King and the Qs ex were Lovely 
and Pleaſant in their Lives : And it is the great Goodneſs 
of God that they have been Dzviaed in their Death ; 
>; An 
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And that God hath been pleaſed to Reſerye and Fre- 
ſerve the King ; and that he would ſtill Preſerve him, 
our Earneft Prayer ſhould be upon it ; and any thing of 
Mercy, that God doth to the Nation, by thoſe that he 
hath ſet in ſo Eminent Place and Station, and Soveraignty 
over it, we ſhould Adore Him in. 4 

And, you ſee here, there may be a Coverigdg..ob 
Imperfe&tions. You ſee that David covered the Peat 
Evils that were in Saz/. And the Spirit of God” $ 
of it, and hath Enrolled it in the Book of Jaſber ; hat 
(I ſay) there may be a wiſe and a Prudent and ZHoly 
Commemoration. And much more when there was 
ſuch an Eminency as in our Caſe; for we may ſay, So 
great a Perſon, ſo Exemplarily Fearing God,cught accord- 
ing to the Word of God to be praiſed ; Her Memery-to 
be Bleſſed; She ought to be. had in Perpetual! Remembraxee, 
We may ſay of Her, Many Daughters have done Vertuouſly, 
but thou excelleſt them all ; as was ſaid before. 

And ſo we find God oftentimes in his Word, ſpeaks 
of his Servants ; Moſes my Servant is Dead, ſaith God. 
That was a kind of Solemn Memorial of Moſe;. And 
ſo we find of Joſiah, Jeremiah ſpoke of him tn his Lamens» 
tations, to this Day, to After "Times. 

Now therefore, That God hath been plcaſcd to take 
away one of the Pillars; though (as it were) the Left- 
Hand-Pillar onely, preſerving'the Life of the King ; We 
have Reaſon to ſpeak of it with Apprehenſions of His 
Goodnels, and alſo of His Stroke ; the Stroke that looked 
like a ſtroke of Diſpleaſure ; In that Regard we ought to 
Conſider, asin a' Day of Adverſity. 


UVSE II. Inthe-Second Place, it teaches us to make 
a Holy, and a Wiſe, and Spirituel Uſe of this Providence, 
in relation to our ſelves : 1. To Confider the great 
Weakneſs, and uncertainty of our Condition here : 2. To 
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take out any of the Exemplars God gives vs ;; the Ex-+ 
cmplarit - of good and gracious, Perſons;..; and of. the 
good we find in any of Eminency. And in that Emi- 
nent Perſon that God hath Taken and Removed from 
the Nation, We ought to Conſider, wherever there is 
any thing of Worth, ang L.ove'inels, and Excellency in 
anypf.the Servants of God, and any that:hzve bgen Tn- 
FH ov of Publick Good, and Advantage, 


. 


SE 1IIL In the Third Place ; it Teaches us to be 

ghenſive, lelt God, thould, have (till in Reſerve a 
Fe," and ſecret Stroke, (as :it were) upon the 'Na- 
rion. You ſec, we don't know what a Day ; and much 
leſs what a Week, Moneth or Year may bring torth ; 
how God may Change the Publick State of Things, 
withinſuch a Time. ; Ard therefore it ſhould teach us 
ro lye'Low before God ; tro Humble our telves,' and: ear- 
ne{tly to {(cek him. And then, 


«US E'IV. In the laſt lace; It ſhould teach.: us: ta 
hope-in the Szlvation of God, both\in, Relation te tubs 
lck'ang Vrivate; and in relation to-the Gloiny and King- 
dom of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, earneſtly ro pour. out our 
Hearts in Vraycr and Supplication to Him ; that. he 
would be pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf in great Fawer and. 
Glory, for the Glory oi his. Kingdam eſpecially, and-tor' 
the' Glory of the Goſpel; for the Glory of the:particu-' 
lar Nation and Commuaity, that we are of : And alſo 
for great Grace, and Infinite Mercy every one particu- 
larly to our Selves, to Cry out, O Lord, Revive thy 
work in the midſt of the years; in the midſt of the years 
make known, in wrath remember \mercy. For we have heard 
thy ſpeech, and are afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the 
midſt of the years, Rc. - | 
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And :therefore, by way '6f Supplicatio ; And _ 
up our Hearts ; Let us ſet before us that 612% Iſaiah, 
that thou wouldeſ# rent the heavens ! that thou wouldeſt 
come down ; that the mountains might flow down at thy pre- 
ſence, That there might be ſuch great works'of God ; 
As when the melting fire burneth, the fire cabſeth} the waters 
ro boyl : to make thy Namt' known 10 thine" Adwerſaries ; 
that the Nations might tremble at thy preſence; To make 
known the wrath of God to his Enemies ; and by terriblgt 


that we looked not for, that he would be pleaſed to 
ſelf to us in Salvation, | 


A HYT M N. 


I, 


Lord, in ſunder Heavens part, 
Them open, Lord, to thee: 
That coming Down in Grace to us ; 
Thy Glory We may ſee. 
2. 
O let the World thy Power Know ! 
The Nations All, perceive, 


How great a God our Lord is, when 
His Kingdom Hell Receive. 
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Let Mountains all Diſtill and Melt, 
At thy Great Preſence near ; 
But 


ae 
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let our Hearts, much more thy Grace ' ::/. 
| Fedl:them Aright to Steer, 1122 01 
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Such Efficacies Let us feel, 
In Anſwer when we Pray ; 

So far ſurmounting all our Thoughts, 
In their moſt free Diſplay. 


Ltd 5- 


; Mr tar in a Holy Wonder We 
FED "= May Fear, and Praiſe, and Joy 
-7T In thy Great Righteouſneſs, and Live, 
= | When Our Sins thouPt Deſtroy. 


